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Introduction
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Higher-order alcohols are an attractive set of potential fuels due to their high energy Yeast
content, relative imiscibility in water, and compatibility with native microbial metabolic
systems. These factors, along with their early value as platform chemicals and the
potential to make use of abandoned ethanol facilities, makes them particularly
commercializable - a viable substitute for today’s petroleum fuels. But what hazards
might these new fuels bring - hazards both conventional and unconventional, anticipated
and unanticipated? As we explore these questions, we provide an excellent case study
for interdisciplinary learning, Green Chemistry and a critical lens on the nature of ‘clean
energy’ technologies.
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e Understanding when and how new technological
tools such as biotechnologies may require different
property rights protections or different types of
regulatory oversight.
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